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TPP Labour Standards Their Impacts
and China’ s Countermeasures
Li Xixia

Abstract: On February 4 2016 TPP agreement was signed by the 12 member states and now is
under formal approval process. The most outstanding characteristic of TPP is its enforceable labour
standards which require labour disputes subject to dispute settlement of the TPP Agreement if
consultation failed within the prescribed period. This implies that any labour dispute will eventual—-
ly be connected with trade issue. Although China has not joined TPP extended application of TPP
labour standards after the TPP coming into force will inevitably bring about negative impacts to
non — TPP states such as China. Thus China should attach close attention to these forthcoming po—
tential negative impacts and take countermeasures respectively at micro meso and macro levels
with an aim to better protect China$ economic interests in its foreign trade and investment.

Keywords: TPP labour standards; enforceable; same dispute settlement mechanism; trade or

economic sanctions
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